
This is an interview with Robert B. and Eleanor (Heisey) Lehman, conducted on Saturday, 
February 18, 2012, via telephone from Fort Myers, Florida, to Upland, California.

DMT: Could I have you both state your names for the recording?

Eleanor (Heisey) Lehman: You go first, dear.

Robert B. Lehman: Robert Lehman.

DMT: Great. Thank you.

Eleanor (Heisey) Lehman: Yes, I’m Eleanor Lehman.

DMT: Great. Thank you both. And you both grew up Brethren in Christ, is that correct?

EHL: Right.

DMT: Great. And as you were saying just before I turned the recording on, you were both 
students at the [Brethren in Christ Church’s] junior college in Upland, California, in 1949, is that 
correct?

EHL: Right.

DMT: Was it called “Upland” at that point or was it called “Beulah” still?

RBL: [quietly] It was Upland --

EHL: [interrupting] It was Upland by that time, I think.

DMT: Okay. Alright. Very good. Very good. Well, you were mentioning that the Graham crusade 
was happening in 1949 and students from the College were driving down to LA to hear --

EHL: Right.

DMT: Can you say a little bit more about that, so I have it on the recording?

EHL: Well, what else -- I don’t know what else to say. We would go down in groups, and it 
would usually be on a Sunday afternoon.

DMT: Okay.

EHL: Sometimes we’d take a bus, sometimes we’d just carpool.



DMT: Great. How big were the groups of students that were going?

EHL: Oh, it would just depend -- Usually a carload would go if we didn’t go on the bus. 

DMT: Sure.

EHL: We didn’t do that too often -- maybe it was mostly by cars.

DMT: Great. And -- so the revival happened for a long time, for several months --

EHL: Yes.

DMT: -- I think it was something like September to November, or September to December -- 
something like that. Do you remember how many times you went down during that period?

EHL: Oh my goodness, you’re asking us to go an awful way back. [laughter]

DMT: [laughter]

RBL: I was there just one time.

EHL: I know I was there at least twice.

DMT: Okay. Great. Great. Well, that’s great. Well, I do realize that I’m making you --

EHL: [chuckling]

DMT: [chuckling] -- go back a little bit, but I’m wondering what -- if anything -- you had heard 
about Billy Graham before he came to L.A.?

RBL: Uh, I knew of him when he was on the radio, in Chicago.

DMT: Okay.

RBL: Uh. [Something about Graham attending Wheaton]

DMT: Sure. Great.

EHL: I don’t remember anything back like that.

DMT: Okay.

EHL: Of course, we didn’t hear him from there, out in California.



DMT: Sure. Sure. Well, I’m wondering then how you started hearing about the crusade.

RBL: Well, the public announcements in the newspapers.

EHL: And all the churches knew about it.

DMT: Mm-hmm.

EHL: I’m pretty sure they did. It was a, sort of a--

RBL: Well-publicized.

EHL: Yeah, it was publicized.

DMT: Yeah, yeah. That’s my understanding, too, is that even in ’49 when things were just 
starting to start for Billy Graham and other things like Youth for Christ, those kinds of programs, 
that publicity really did play a big part in getting the word out. So that’s good to hear from you.

EHL: One thing -- this was a huge tent. And it was on a vacant lot in Los Angeles.

DMT: Okay.

EHL: They really didn’t do any-- there were a lot of tent meetings around down through the 
years, but not the size that that one was. That was a huge tent.

DMT: Mmm. Yeah.

EHL: I don’t know how many people it sat. Do you remember, Bob?

RBL: Don’t know.

EHL: We were just young people. We weren’t thinking about those kinds of things. [chuckles]

DMT: [laughter] Sure. Sure, I understand that. I understand that. Well, tell me about what you 
remember about the crusade? What kinds of things were you seeing as you got down there -- you 
know, you mentioned the big tent. What other kinds of things were happening there?

RBL: I think -- I think that they rented chairs, folding chairs -- that sort of thing. For the tent. 
They might have had kind of like three bays -- two center aisles, and an aisle on each side.

EHL: As far as other things going on around there, I --



RBL: A fairly simple platform, just a wooden one.

DMT: Mm-hmm.

RBL: With a lectern -- make-shift, type.

EHL: You wanted to know other activities that were going on, or just things that were going on 
there?

DMT: Whatever you remember -- I’m just trying to get a sort of sense of the environment and 
the atmosphere.

EHL: You know, I really -- It was just exciting. Because it was after the war, and things were 
just beginning to lift up, and any time we could get away it was just exciting to go down and be 
part of this huge, this huge gathering.

DMT: Yeah, that’s great.

EHL: I -- I really don’t remember anything particularly special, do you, honey?

RBL: We were -- we were accustomed to revival meetings in the congregational side -- that was 
typical at that time, in the Brethren in Christ. Usually those were winter -- January, February -- in 
the local congregations. And this was just kind of the grand-daddy of them all -- it was a much 
bigger crowd, it was about as big a crowd as we’d ever seen at one place at one time. And it was 
kind of exciting being a part of that, it being a religious -- Christian -- venue.

DMT: Absolutely, that’s great. That’s great. What do you remember, if anything, about Graham 
himself, and his preaching?

RBL: I remember he was a rather handsome fellow -- tall, slender fellow. And his delivery, that 
was rapid fire. [incoherent] He just said it right out. Very straightforward. He didn’t come off 
with spectacular stories, everything was just pretty ordinary in that regard. And very effective.

DMT: That’s great.

EHL: I don’t -- I just don’t remember. I know we were just talking about it here before you 
called, that two people were saved during -- that we could remember, distinctly. They were well-
known people. Were Stuart Hamlin and -- who was the other one?

RBL: Jim Voss.

EHL: Jim Voss.



DMT: Okay.

EHL: And those two -- Jim Voss particularly, he was quite a character, I guess.

RBL: He was an electronics genius.

DMT: Okay. Great.

EHL: But uh -- I just don’t think of anything else that’s particularly -- somehow standing out.

DMT: Absolutely. Well, I have one more question that I sort of wanted to sneak in. 

EHL: Okay.

DMT: And it’s for you in particular, Eleanor.

EHL: I know what it is.

DMT: [laughter] I’m just wondering -- you mentioned in your questionnaire that you wore the 
covering, that that was part of what you did as a woman in the Brethren in Christ Church at that 
time. I’m wondering if you remember wearing the covering to the crusade, and if so, if you felt, 
you know --

EHL: Conspicuous? Or...

DMT: Conspicuous, sure! I think that’s a good word for it.

EHL: Well, I’ll tell you -- I have a little bit different story than most people do. 

DMT: Okay.

EHL: We came from -- I mean, I did -- I came from a very strict southern Ohio [church], around 
the Dayton area.

DMT: Mm-hmm.

EHL: With the Boyers and the Ulreys and the Herrs -- that group of -- plus -- well, there 
wouldn’t have been Engles there, but the others, those three were -- and if I remember I think 
those three families were all related.

DMT: I think so, too. I think you’re right about that.



EHL: Some way or other. They were very, very strict. I did not wear the covering in Ohio. I 
didn’t start wearing it until I came to California. And I came to California when I was 14 years 
old. And at that point the school was the activity out here. With the school and the church. I 
never went to public high school here, I went to Upland College. And the academy adn the 
college. And uh -- it was just -- I really -- I’ve thought about this question a long time, since you 
asked it to me -- and I really, I really don’t really know what, how to explain it, but I never had to 
go before my friends differently than what I was when I first arrived.

DMT: Hmm.

EHL: Does that make sense?

DMT: Yeah.

EHL: And so I didn’t have the feeling and I packed lemons, and wore my covering to pack 
lemons all the time. And we just did it -- that’s just what we did out here.

DMT: Yeah.

EHL: And I’ve thought about it in relation to the -- we have a lot of Muslims in this area. And 
you see these girls out and around all the time, and it’s just come to me many, many times: 
they’re not any different than we were when we wore coverings in this area.

DMT: That’s interesting. Yeah. Yeah.

EHL: I really never -- I can’t say that I was really ever embarrassed by it or you know had any 
strange feelings of any kind. We just did it. And besides that I was the pastor’s daughter.

DMT: Yeah. Yeah.

EHL: And that makes a difference! [chuckles]

DMT: [laughter] Sure. Sure.

EHL: [chuckling] 

DMT: Well, that’s good. That’s good to know. I’ve talked to a couple of different people -- one 
who grew up in northern Ohio, actually, among other people, who went to events like this -- 
Youth for Christ events, or Billy Graham crusades -- and remember even now walking away 
having felt sort of conspicuous or quaint or something like that, that people thought of them 
differently because they were attired in this way. So that’s interesting to hear from you that that 
wasn’t part of your experience.



EHL: That really -- as I can remember, I don’t think it really bothered me, because as a group we 
all did it. And I didn’t have to go back to school -- you know, public school -- wearing a covering 
because I went to private public school. To private school. Private high school. And it was the 
church school, so I really -- I can’t say that I really ever felt truly conspicuous.

DMT: Well, that’s great. Very interesting.

EHL: Like I say, I have a different perspective than some because of my situation.

DMT: Certainly. Yeah. Well, I appreciate you sharing it with me. Yeah. I appreciate that. That’s 
great. Well, those were the questions that I have about this Graham event in ’49. Was there 
anything else that I didn’t touch on that seems important to have shared here?

RBL: [referring to the music used at the Graham crusade] The singing were all songs that we 
knew, that we grew up with, actually. And maybe a new chorus or two, once in a while, but it 
was mainly songs that we knew, that we grew up with. And the singing was great.

DMT: Yeah. . . . 

EHL: It was an event -- I mean, it was really -- it was really a big event. And it was right after 
the war. And uh so it was really the first thing really that you could get together like that.

DMT: Yeah, that’s great. . . . Well, I appreciate your willingness to talk about it, so thanks for 
doing that.


